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I, Prolininarics

A, Objcctives:

To help studonts understand the process of dofining terms,
the procedures and difficulties

To load students to an understanding of linguistic operations

To help studonts discover some of the bases for their
intuitione concerning lenguege

To show students that langunge involves systems of sounds
and symbols

To holp students understand the concopt of forn and position
classos

To holp studonts understand the difference botwecn loxical
and grammatical meaning

To suggest solutions to some usage problems

B. A Note to thc Teacher
This unit is planncd to complement the grammar which high schooll students
already know, and gonorally to enrich the undorstanding thoy huve of their
laxiguago. The muterial is not pr:l.mari}y designed as an introduction to the
parts of spooch. | | |
Explanations and oxercises are conprohensive; thoy can bo adapted for use
'4n long or short units. For example , material can be used in tho following
woys: (1) In an honors. soction it can bo used as enrichmont propuration for
further study of langusge in colloge. (2) It can bo used in conjunction with
tho ossay of dofinition, a standard assignment in sonior English, See .III, Eand
Fo (3) Cortain mteriol might be adoptod for use with romedial students,
(4) Somo can bo uscd to iilustrate the transition of English from. a highly
inflcetod longunge to & word order language in which a fow infloctions remain




a5 form class morkors. (Sco the History of the Languago units) (5) Because
the cpproach to the parts of spocch in this unit is eimilor to the approach
uscd by many toeachors of foreign languango, the two nothods eon be used to
reinforec onc cnothere (6) Although most of the cxcrciscs aro not usage=
dircetcd, some of the material can nid the student in making appropriato choices
in his handling of thc langutgoe

III E and III F, a study of definition, con be vsed in their entivoty.
They arc included, however, only to illustrate two mcthods of using this material
in & scnior English class. III 4, 2 diagnostic test, can be administerod &t fho
_boginning cnd/or ond of the unit to {1lustratc to the studcnts certain inadoquacies
of traditional terminclogy, to help the toachor plan the conprchensivenoss of
the unit, and/or to serve as an ovaluative devicoe

Because 1% is highly unlikely that this ontirc unit would be taught at tho
genior high schocl level, it is not divided into Caily or wookly losson plans.
Materials herc are dosigncdfto ve adapted, supplemented, and ccopressed as
the individual tecching situation roquiress The entire unit, or parts of the
unit, can be used (1) proceding or following & unit on syntax, (2) after a
unit on phonology, (3) in on honors scnior English class, (4) as onrichment

for supcrior studonts.
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I, Parts of Spccch

As Introduction

As we begin our study of parts of spccch let's abandon the notion that
lexical. or dictionary, mecnings of words arc uscful in ostablishing the
diffcrences among the various parts of spooch. Take, for cxanplc, the verbs
nove and assist. If we definc thesc words by their lexicel mocnings, as our
more traditional grormer would do it, we would c2ll them “action words.”
Movement and assistonee. expross action too, but they arc not verbs. So,
while these four words cxpross = kind of cormon mcaning, action, this mcaning
is too general to be of much use to us.

Since wo will no longer definc parts of speech by their lexical meanings,
we'll have to look for scmething elsc. Move and gssist are alike in that thoy
oceur in a number of positions in English scntences. Thoy will both £ill the
blank spoce in

Let!s s Lot'!s moves ILct's assist.
and in He'll ¢+ He'll move, He'!ll assist.
and in We -cd: We moved. We cssisted.

Thus, we will sey that these two "pattern" in the same way. We also notice
that movement ond assistance will not pattern in the three positions occupicd
by move and assist becausoc they are differentiated from then by the endings
=ment and =ancc.

This leads us to the sccond eriterion for identifying parts of spcech, their
suffixcs, or ondings. We'll discuss thesc norc fully later on, but lot's turn
to an cxomple for & moment., Think about the blank space in

This is e
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We can f£ill this blank with adjectives likc warm or ridiculous or with nouns
like ynrmth or pidiculousncss. Thus, we call this position shered becouse it
can be filled by both adjoctives and nouns. Tho threce positions above occupied
by movo and assist arc unsharcd since they can be £illod only by verbs.

In a shared position we cannot identify by position alone the part of
epoech that fills it. The words that f£ill this position must be identificd
in some othor way such as by the nbun endings =th on wermth and -ness on
ridiculousnegss.

Somctimes wo can identify parts of specch by tho small words like to, 3,
the, may, that go with thom. |

So far, thon, we havo montioned threc criterin for identifying parts of
specch: position in ’a. pattorn, ondings, and recognizablc small words which aro
called structure words.

The discussion to this point can be sumriarized by considering this sentonce:

The murning cranncls stellod over to tho rix and burfed morgously.

Can you ncno all the poarts of speech in this sentonce? Consider the gramatical
signals of position in a pattorn, word endings, and rccognizable small words
as you answor tha following quostions, |

1. What words do you immediately recognizo?

2, What i3 tho subject?

3. Is this a sontenco?

4+ Is thore a verb? If so, how can you identify it?

5. Arc thore any advérb idecas of tine, pléco, or ‘monner?

6. How many parts of speoch can you identify by ondings?

7. How many parts of spcoch can you identify by word cordor?

8. Do recognizable small words help in idontifying scntence elcments?




9. What is the "tone" of this group of words? Happy or sad?
10, What words havc sounds that suggost a "tone! or line of action?
11. Substitute rcal words for thc nonscnse oncs. Be surc that the substituted
words have the propcr cndings. | |
Before we go on to discuss parts of speeceh we must consider onc more feature
of description, As you pensed the nonscnsc scntence above, you came across

the pattern
The rurning cranncls

~ Quite cloarly we have here tho scquence Warticlo-modificr-noun." The
position occupicd by murning is shared, c.g., wc can plecc in this position
the adjective round, the verb burning, or the noun stongc.
the round house
the burning house
tho ston: house
Each of the underlined words is a diffcrent part of spcoch, yet cach
performs the modifying function of an adjeetive. Accordingly, we will call 211
| words and word-groups thet occur in the position beforce a noun and after an
article adjectivals. Now we arc using onc word, adjcctive, plus the suffix
=al, to describe a position class. The suffix =al added to adicetive, adverb,
nouh, or yg_x_'_t_:__*makes a word which doscribes the position class of
words or word=-groups that £ill sharcd positions. One more example will suffico:
Consider the fecllowing pattern:

are hungry.

The blonk space is f£illed by the subjoct. Usually, the subjcet of a sentence

is a nounst
Doga arc hungry.

But this position ean be £illed by larger constructions such as "article

plus noun":
Tho dogs arc hungry.

* The term "verbel" as used here does mot carry the conventional
meaning of particlplel or infinitive forms, Rather, it refers to words
occurring in verb position, Since the verb position is an unshared position,
every word in verb position is simulteneously a verb and a verbcl,




or by an "article plus ddjectivo";
The poor arc hungry.
or by a much larger word group:
the littloe, old, brown dogs arc hungry.
Somctimos a vorb 1s the subjoct of a scntence:
¢ Swimming is fun.

Ono way of describing the subjoct of a sentonce, then, be it noun,
article plus noun, articlo plus adjective, larger word group, or & vorb, 1is
to call the subject & pominal, Nominal means: "Any word or word=-group
filling a shared position most frequently occupicd by a noun,* |
Wo 8 |

'If wo consider English words on the basis of their pattorning, the positions
thoy oceupy in English scntonces, wo can divido them into fcur large groups
‘and several smallor ;:nas. The words in the four larger groups are often
jdontified as belonging to s particular group hy their ondings, 0.g8., nOUNS
take plural s, verbs tako =ing, adjectivcs ahd adverbs take -er, and =ost, cte.
Bocauso of theso, and many other distinctive features of form, we will cqll _
nouns, verbs, adjcctives, o.nd advorbs form ¢less wordse Form class words not
only have distinctive formsy thoy also have iexicai.nonning'whgn they stand alonce

In addition to the form classes, our languagoe has a largo number of other
words. The function of thesc words is to connect the form class words and to
oxpend and combine English scntence patterns in various ways. We will call
thosc words structurc words. Unlike form class words, structure words usually
do not have lexical meaning, Thoy have no meaning until thoy occur in English

sontcencos.
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Consider this group of words; cach has a kind of minimal significance.
bus, on, to, went, tho, homo, his,man
Let's pull from this group ‘tho words with tho most obvious loxical meanings:
bus, went, homo, man
Tho words with the least loxical significance romain:
on, to, the, his
Now lct!s put the words with lexicel moaning, the form class words, into an
order that supggests a sentence meaning @
mon went home bus
A scntonce begins to form. But we necd the structure words to comncet the form
class words and mako a grammaticcl scntcnces
Thoe man went to his home on tho bus.
Fornm cle.ss words, thon, arc nouns, vorbs, adjectives, a.nd adverbs.
Structur» words are prepos:ltions, conjuncticns, avxiliery verbs s qualifiors,

noun determiners (articles), and pronouns.




IT B, The Noun

A noun by definition is usually ssid to be the name of e person, place
or thing; howevor, this definition of tho English poun is a classic of
circularity. Simce poun means peme, the definition amounts to a name is a
namc. To rectify this, grammarians have amplified it with enumerations and
oxamples. One extended definition is:

A noun is o "name" of a person (girl, mon, ledy, Bill, Tom, Oscar

Hammerstein, Amelia Eerhart), place (city, town, ocean, hills, the

Greoon Mountains, Chattanooga, Isthrus of Penama, Loke Ontario), thing

(table, book, automobile, tooth, chalkboard, U.S.S. George Washington,

United States Building), event (hike, race, assassination, certhquake,

clection, promotion, Olympics), or concept (justice, love, charity,

goodness, evolution, accomplishmerit)s Certein kinds of nouns based
on verbs designate actions ("His running," "Her writing," "Their -
swinming," "The dog!s barking"); verbal nouns ending in the suffix
=ing are callcd gerunds.
This type of dofinition could be extcnded indefinitely to include most of
the lexicon, obviously "an exercise in futility." Classification of the
clements of the univcrse moy be a study for the geographer, physicist,
chemist, and oven the psychologist, but it is herdly the propor study for
the grommerian. Rathor than a lexical dofinition, a desceriptive definition
of a noun helps us to undorstand more about nouns and how thoy operate in
English scntences.
Descriptive definition of tho nouns

1. Inflcctions to sigmal plural (- (o) s), possossive (-'s), and plural

possossive (-s!) may be considercd proper to nouns.

2, Derivational suffixcs (-tion, -acy, -al, -ant, -omce, ity, - ship,

-urc, and others) may be considercd noun markers.

3, Detorminers such as the, a/an, my, your, our, their, may be considered

noun norkerss
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4. Position in a2 scntence in relation to other werds like verbs and
other parts of spoocch hclps us to identify nouns.
Wo can speak abcut this "deseription of nouns" as "noun signcls" and talk
about then as form (numbers 1 and 2 above), structurc words or determiners
(number 3), and position (number 4). The three signals of nouns, therefore,
ares
1. form
2. structurc vords
3. position
Form: Inflectional suffixcs
As a forn cless most nouns change in the same way, and we call these
changes infloctional suffixes (cndings). When a werd chongos form
(boy, boys), the change is known as inflection. 4s wc have noted,
nouns chango forms to indicatc singular ond plural or to show posscssion,
Derivational suffixes, which also are a change in form, will be discussed
later.
Consider the following list of words and writo their plurai forms; note the
kinds of endings nocded to indicatc more than one.
Singular Plural
1. pencil

2. bus

3. lady
4e tomato
5 piano
60 nan

7« loaf
80 child
9. deer
10, moasles
11, clothes
12, anger
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ook at the words deer, measlcs, clothes, gngor. Which of these words would
fit into tho following slot?

(The)* is dangorous.
Sone arc dongerous.

#*The usc of thc is opticnal,

It is obvious that 21l nouns do not change in thc scme way to forn their
plurals., The following 1ist and categorics should give you a good idea of
the woys in which nouns toke inflcctional suffixcs to forn their plurals.
Fill in the plurai form in the spaco provided.

a. Most nouns 2dd an "s" to form the plural:
Singulor Plural
pencil

paper
book

seat

chair

5. Nouns cnding in /s/, /eh/, [x/, fev/, /z/ add "es" to the singular
to fornm the plural.

Sinpulor Plural
bus

watch

fox

brush

quiz




c. Nouns cnding in /y/ change if the /y/ is proceded by a consonant;
the /y/ is changed to “i' and "es" is addcd.

Singular Plural
ledy
baby .
arny
berry
trophy
d., To form the plurals of nouns cnding in "o" add “es."
Sinpgular Plurnl
hero
potato
tomato
Negro

ee Musical terms fcllow the gonerpl formation of the plurcl by simply
a.dding ngn

Singular Plural

piano
basso
soprano
alto
banjo

£, The foilowing words rctain the samc letter in the final position;
howavor, they indicate their plurcl forms by on inturnzl wowel change.

Singular Plural

man
mouso
foot
tooth

¢ (4]
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ge Nouns cnding in "£" or nfoh take "ves" to form their plural:
Singular Plural
loaf
lcaf
knife
life

h, Some nouns form thoir plurcls by adding "en":

Sinpular Plural
child
ox

i, Somc nouns have the samc form for singulor and plurals
deor
galnon
shoop
Chincse
Japancse
spcclos

j. Other nouns cnding in ¥g¥ arc plurcl in meanings

clothos

Thoso words pattorn with
ponts
| tho plurcl form of vorbse
ascissors

k. Forcign words cnding in "us® take "i" in tho plural:

alurmus |} nin =
slumis | 4 wn = Plural Forn

Forcign words onding in "um" tako na® in the plural:

detun + "a" = Plural Forn

= ERIC
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Some nouns arc used only in the singular form; these arc usually
callcd "uncountable" nouns. Thosc nouns arc not proceded by a or an
and gencrally do not occur in plurzl forms, The following lists oro
the common categorics in which uncountablc nouns occur:

Gascs: Fluids: Natural Phcononcnas
hydrogen water oleectricity
oxygoen oil heat

nitrogen nilk darkness

air soup sunshine

smoko | ink woathor

Materials with
Paprticles too

Snall to Count Academie Studios Abstractions Cthers

dirt grass chemistry bravery advico |

dust hair ccononies eourago ignorance

flour rice mathomatics happinecss intelligonce

salt sand physics honosty knowledge
lovo trouble

Nouns which arc plural (collcctive) in mcaning but singular in form
arc callcd "mass nounse" These words can add "s" for a socondary
plural:

fruit hundred
watoer people
ton fish

Thoso words, excopt in special circumstanccs, pattern with
singular verbs.

Fish is scrved on Friday.
The fish arc biting.
Various kinds of fishos worce displaycde
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A Work Shcet for Teaching Posscssives

Nouns aro inflected to show owncrship; the signal is the apostrophe.

To avold awkward "of" phrascs, such as: "the book of my father,"
English provides us with the convenient altornative "y fathort!s book,"

The following fuur catogorics illustrate tho use of the apcstrophe,
Rond tho examples and expand the 1list in cach class. Frcm your observation
of thosc words and tho placement of the apostrophe, form four gonoral guide-
lincs for tho use of the apostrophe to form the possessive.

I. 1. girl's book (The bock belonging to ono girl)
2. boy!s book :
3. Sam's book
4. Janot!s book

II. This group is difforont from tho preceding becausc it cnds im "s" although
it too is singular,

1, Mr, Joncs! ear (onc porson named Joncs)
2, Janos! car
3. Thomas! eccr

III. Those nouns are plural, but thoy do mot ond in "a"; howover, they do
rosenblo tho first group bocouse posscssion is shown by adding an
apostropho and cn "sL"

1, fircmen's poy (the pay of sewvoral fircmen)
2. childronts poy
3. fathcrs-in-law!s jobs (two or morc fathers)

IV. The last catogory of tho posscssive cose is plural nouns which cnd in e "

1. soldiors' pay (the poy of soveral soldicrs)
2, lodios! poy

3. boys! pay

4. doctors! pay

Now conpare thesc formations and catogorize tho distinetions which govorn
the position of the apostrophe, -

Sing, Posse Elural Posg.
1., girl's book 3. non's pay

2. Thomns! book 4e glirls! books
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Form:
Derivationzal Suffixes

Nouns arc 2lso identifiocd by derivatibnnl suffixes, which added to verbs,
adjectives, ond other nouns mark these words as nouns.

Words like "survive" and "vain" con pattern like nouns, When we speck
of the quality abstractly as it applies to onc man, we would add ity to
"yain" and speak of "vanity,"

The vanity of this man is well known.
Othor adjoctives change in this way also:
good = goodness
better - betternent
kind - kindness
The verb "survive" pattorns and changes like a verb:
survive = survived - survived
When we speck of “the survivzl of the fittost," the derivaticnal suffix ol
and tho doterminer the clearly mark the word as o noun. Note also that as a
noun, "survival' cen be inflocted as other nouns and toke o plural.
Such survivals ere rarc.

Some cormon noun derivational suffixes are:

~tion =aCy -ant ~anece -nicnt - =ade
-age -ure -Ory ~ghip -ncss -ity
~don -gion ~hood

Although these suffixes have meaning, and you will find thenm listed in the
dictiondry; you know that they cannot stand alonc and mst bo joined with other
forms. This noceossary rolationship clessifios those derivationcl suffixes as
"bound forms,"

. e o o
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Compose a list of verbs, adjcctives and nouns; using tho list of derivational

suffixes, give the appropricte noun forms.

Examplo:
Verb Suffix Noun
achicve ~nont achlevement .
Adjcetive |
botter | -nent bottermont |
Noun |
brother -~hood brotherhood

As you have noticed by moking a list using derivational suffixos, a
groat many words are flexible becausc they con nove from one class to anothcr.
Onee you undorstand fully this floxibility, you will rcalize how unsatisfactory
it is to categorize a word by a rigid definition. Therefere, in defirning
"nounf scveral factors must bo considerod. The position of o word in a
sentence 1is obviously ono; but it is not absclute and cannot be the scle
ceriterion. The mony possible .end:l.ngs a word can take, both inflectional and
derivational suffixcs, and the weys in which a word con be patterncd with
determinors help us to deternine its usc as a fxoun in a scntence,

Proper Nouns:
The eonvention in English is to capitalizo all proper nouns; capitalization

alcrts the reader to the particuler use of the capitalized word. Some proper
nouns pattern with dotorminers, while others do not. Aftor reading the following
sontencos, meke some obsorvatioms, intuitively, about tho difforcnecs between thosc

nouns preceded by detorminers and those which arc not,

Now York hails Queen Mary. Peris is the city of lights,
New York hails tho Queen Mary. The Paris of the South is Now Orleans.

Mork Twedn was familiar with the Mississippi, but he did nct live in |
Mississippi. ‘ 1

Conatruct o 1ist of proper nouns in which the doterminer the removes the ambiguity.
Excmple: Tho Ohio - 2 river ;3 Ohio -~ a stote

ERIC
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II C. Thc Verb and Auxiliarics

The English verb is nct simplc to deseribs or undorstond. Whole books
have been written abcut it. All teachers have boen plagucd by students! prob-
lcms of agrecment, unnoccessary tonsc shifts, and parts of vorbs uscd as main
verbs. The fact that problems like thosc hove persisted through rmititudes
of themes suggests that wo should try a somewhot differont approach to under-
standing how our languago operatcs. Onc thing is qﬁite cortain: wec cannot
afford to avoid telking about the verb, for not mich can be said or writton
without it.

Treditionally, tho vorb has boen defined as a word that "shows action
or state of being." Tho problem with. this definition is that many words that
are not verbs havo some olcment of action in thoms For oxample, cry, whisper,
walk, _s_mx, although thoy cxpress action, can 2lso bc uscd as nouns, How
then can we best.deseribe the class of words called verbs?

VERBS: FORMAL CHARACTERISTICS

Inflectional Suffixcs and Icnsas

You have alroody learned that nouns have inflectional ondingé or suffixcs
for plural and for singular aﬁd plural posscasivc forms, You lmow that most
verbs have a basc (as (to) print) to which certain endings are addod to change
tho grammatical but not tho lexical or dictionery neaning of tho word, Most
verbs have four inflectional ondings, cach of which helps to signal a certain
principal (or other) part of the vorb. iny word, to meet the test of a verb,
mst £it at loast three of tho slots of tho vorb paradign.

Study for formal charactcristics cf the verb meander in these sentences:

1. Momenterily I meander.
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le, Ho will mo_andor.

2, Hap the Hound mcanders rogulaorly.

3. Usually I am mcendoring.

4Le Yosterday I moandergd across towns

5. I have meandorgd through the moadow mony times,

5a. Ho had moandored too many miles bofoic ho roalized the time.

5b. Tinm will have meendered too near the pond before you will reach him,
The verb meander in the first sentenco is tho uninfleccted form of the word.
Although the stom form does not alwzys oxpress presont time in o sentence, it
docs express tho presont in sontenco numbor 1. In coantrast arc thesec uses:

| Exemplos: I practice on Mondays.
He trcvels to Canade overy summor,
Tomorrow I shop for food.

The uninflcctod form is also used with auxiliarics (structure words) shall and
will to denote simplo futurc, (Scc la.) Tho inflectional suffix =g in
scntence number 2 signals a third person, singular number noun or pronoun
occurring with a prosent tensc verb: Ho moandors. (You have now lcarncd three
uses of the =g infloctional suffix as a form class signal.) Tho =ing onding
in sontonco numbor 3 1s called the prosont participla onding, It is never
used alone as 2 main or full verb., Usuclly precedirg it arc such structurc
group words as is, are, was, werg, otec., to carry tonso meoning. Is writing,

was listoning, will bc canooing, arc ealled progressivo forms bocausc they show
action continuing in the presont, futurc, past. Tho =¢d suffix in numbor 4

is tho simplo past tonso onding,

You have just rcvicwed briofly the forms end meanings of tho simple tenses
in English. Tho throo porfoct tonses donoto time provious to the tine of one
cf the simplo tonsos. Road sentcnecc number 5. Notice that tho auxiliary
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have (has) combincs with the =cd ending or past participle form to express
prosent perfect time or timo provious to the present. Tho auxiliary had
combines with the same verb form to cxpress time earlicer than some post time.
This 1s called past porfoct. The structure words shall have end will have
combine with the past participle form to oxpress M perfeet time or time
carlier than some futurc time.

EXERCISE 1, Fill in the following verb poradigm. The model using tho vorb
walk will dircet you.

STEM THIRD
UNINFLECTEN PRES . PERSON PAST PAST
FORM ART SING. IENS PART.

walk walking wilks walked walkod

1. help

2, clean

3. gather \

4e bloon

5« 1livo

You rocall that verbs whosc past tomsc and past participle form. do not

change are called yegular vorbs. Those vorbs whose past tenso end past
porticiplc forms are difforont ore calloed irrogular vorbs., To which group
do the five vorbs in Exoreciso 1 belong?

EXERCISE 2, Tho stems in tho .loft-'hand colum are thosc of irrcgular vorbs,
Fill in the parsdignm and bo roady to explain what ocach inflecticnal onding donotes.,

STEM: -THIRD
UNINFLECTED  PRES. PERSON PAST PAST
FORM ____PART, PRES, . _SING, TENSE ____ PART,
l. sleop slceping sloops slopt slopt
2. creoep

3. kncel .



4o stand
5¢ buy
6, catch
7. think
8., brock
9. drink
10, say
1l. give
12, swin
13, sing
1, drive
15, lnow

Most of the verbs heve four forms in the obove peradigm (othor than the sten).
What oncs have fower forms? Doos cach form havo a specific job?

70 REMEMBER: Only words that £it at loast throc elots of the verb
parzdign arc verbse
MODAL AUXILIARIES

Wo have socn that the prosont partieiple, =ing form, combincs with onc of
the forme of be to make a full werb. The part participle ‘combincs with have,
has, or had, ond scmotirzos the omphatic do, (does) or did crc cuxiliarics.

Examplos: is spoecking has spcken do spoak
- arc spoeeking hovc spokon docs spoak
was/wero spooking had spokon did speak

Tn addition to these suxilicry verbs which act as verb markers helping to
dcnote tocnsc arc tho modal auxiliarics. Thoy do mot have principal parts;
honeo they do nct fit thu verb peradigm. Thié small group conteins structuro

words which carry sonmc lerical moaning, ond although thoy do not alwcys cxpross
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" timc, thoro is scme impliestion of futurity in. all of then,

EXERCISE 3, Without using o dictionary, writc o word or phrasc of dofin-
iticn of cach of these moudal cuxilicricss

may ecan will shall would

night could rust should ourht (to)

If you‘found that you could not do the whole oxercisc without o dietionary,

consult onc now,

EXERCISE 4. Usc each of the modsl auxiliarics in a sentenee, koeping in nind
the necning of cach cnc,

In additicn to functioning as cuxiliarics in a scuntonco, byyhave, ond do

arc somctines main or full vorbs.

Auxiliarics Full Vorbs
Exemplos: I an roading. He 1s = prisoncr,
He has gonc. Shc has a banjos
She dces wont you,. | We d¢c the reking tcgether,

EXERCISE 5. Underline the acuxiliorics in thesc scontences.
1. Herbert has a motoreycle,
2+ Ho could have boen injured.
3. You ought to have enswered tho lotter,
Lo Bill Ai1d thc assignment,
5 I do loave cvery day at five,
6. She must be informed.
7. Susan has bocn elocted.
8. Thoy aroc calling for holp.
9. Thc cormittoc had met.
10. The.twc capteins were arguing,
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Tho two verb morkers which wo have discusscd so far-~thc inflection and
the auxiliary-~cro tho most inmportant signrls of vorbs. The othor morkers are

derivative aeffixcs, stress superfixes, and poaiticn,

Dorivational Affixes
In addition to having infloctional endings and auxiliorios that serve

a8 verb narkors, somc verbs have dorivational suffixes (b.nd ¢ fow havoc pro=-
fixcs) that distinguish thom os verbss The most cormon ones aro ~fy, =ize,
-gto, ~cn, and the prefix cons=.
EXERCISE 6. Add the derivational suffix =fy to these adj cctives to form verbs.
1., pure 3. sclid .5. satisfactory 7. mystical 9. pacific
2, benutiful 4. specific 6. vilo 8. intcase 10. electr:lé
Add to this group throc vorbs with the =fy cnding added to bound forns
(parts thet arc not usod alone tc forn worcs)e
Excnmples: stultifys mollify
1. 20 3.
EXERCISE 7. Another derivational suffix cftcn usod with nouns (and somctines
with bound stons end adjectives) to form vorbs is the zizg suffix,
Add the suffix —izc to these ncuns to forn vorbs.
1. civilization 3, swmary 5. sotire 7, standard 9. criticism
2, analysis 4. mosmcrisn 6, idol 8, doputy 10, synthecsis
Add tho =izc suffix to threo bound forms to mako vorbs.

Examplos: ostracize; grganize
1. 2, 3.

EXERCISE 8. Tho =cn suffix 1s added tc scme ncuns, onc-syllable adjectives, and

sonc bound astems.
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Examples: longthen, softon, haston
Build five verbs with noun, adjective, or verb stens and tho _-_gn;_' suffix.
1. 24 3. o Se
FXERCISE 9. Think of bound stems or nouns to which. the suffix =atg is added
| to forn vorbs. Write the vorbs.

Examples: debijitate, equivoeate, ctuate, operate
1. 2o "3

The prefix sn= (em=, variant forn) is added tc mony words to forn vorbs:

embezzlo, embark, cneanp, enact.
EXERGISE 10. List ton vorbs which have beon formod by adding the profix on=

to nouns, othor verbs, vorb or adjoctive stcnms.

1. 6.
r : Te
3. 8.
be %
Se 10.

Less frequontly used vorbs than those we have becn deseribing are the
vorbs built with the bo~ prefix added to nouns and other verbs: begnireh,

Othgr Verb Foxmations: Homophonss, Agentives , Stross and Functional Shift
Words in the English language which aro 'speiled and pronounced 2like are
callod homophoncs. Some of these arc mouns and verbse They rmst be seen or '
hoard in contoxt to be undorstood.
EXERCISE 11, Use the following words first as nouns, then as verbse
1. cable 3. chant 5. set 7. gorge 9. function
2, plcture = 4. measure 6. couch 8, featﬁro 10, gérdon _

_ERIC

FullToxt Provided by ERIC.
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Our langunge is rich with nouns that have the —er suffix. When the suffix
is dropped, we usually have a vorb, Excmples: farmer - form; singer - sing;
intorparator (%or veriant) - interrcgate. Does a plumbor plumb? This process
is called back-fornation,

EXERCISE 12, Writc ten verbs formed in this way frcm nouns.

A fow words in our languege have only a slight change in spelling
and/or pronunciaticn as they move from noun to wverb forn class.

Exenples: housc /s/ sibilant woiccless for ncun and voiced for verb

mouth Ah/ fricative veiecless fcr noun and voiced for verb
Can you think of othors?

Other words sienal a shift from one forn class to ancther by a shift‘in
the primary stress and scnetimes a change in a vowel sound,

Exanples: cghvcrt “n) convég; (v) ; eldgoratc /ileeb rit/ (adj.)
olégorate /ileboreyt/ (v); préaicate /predikat/ (n) prdaicate /predikeyt/ (v)
EXERCISE 13. Writc tcn words whose shift frem ncun to verb or adjective to

verb 1s signoled by shift in primery stress and/or change in

vowecl sound,

1, 6.
24 Te
3. 8.
be 9.
e 10.

EXERCISE 4. Writc the verbs that derive from these ncuns and adjcetives.
Underline the vorb-forning affix (profix or suffix).
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. EXERCISE 14. (continucd)

1. oclevator 9. systen

2. organization 10, codo

3. intornal 11, extomporancous
4e modal 12. tclcvisioﬁ

5« nagnet 13, ripe

6o prison 14, horror

7. 1italiles 15, oxplication

8. paralysis 16, thrall

VERBS: POSITION OR PATTERN
Although English verbs moy appear in varicus positlons in the scntenco,
thoy do appear nmorc froquently in some pos:lt:l.ons' than in othors. The most
cormon position is following the noun subjoct. Loss froquently tho subjcet
follows the verb or the verb position at the ond of the sentcnce fcllowing
the subject and several modifiers.
A look at the three kinds of verbs and how they pattern in sentences will
help us to distinguish then, |
Intransitive verbs have no dircct object or complement and usuaslly no
passive voicc. They may or may not have mudifiers following thenm,
Examples: Frogs g_gglfa_l,c_ (continuously).
Lig in the¢ hammock,
He carec
stopped
appeared (IMMEDIATELY).
rose
sank

Transitive verbs are very common in our ltmguage. They howve both active

and passive vcice. Transitive actiwe verbs have o dirocet objeet, and thoy
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nay have an cbjcet complomont. Transitive passive vorbs lct the subject

roceive the action,
Tr A DO
Exomples: The ponguins hovg washed their tuxcdos.
Tr P
Thoir tuxodos hove been washed by the ponguins.
Tr A - DO
Sen tregsured his father's library.
Tr P
His fathor's library was treasured by San.

Transitive vorbs may have two complements, both referring tc the sanmc
porson or thing, Onc is the direct objecet and the other a complement of the

direet object or an objcet ccemplement,

DO Ob C
Exarples: Tho board named Mre Adams the new director.
DO 0bC

I presuned him free.

Other objcet complomont verbs are these: elzzcted, believed, found, ccnsider,

painted, thought,
The linking vorb occurs scmcwhere between the subjeet and a subject
conploment (noun or adjective).
Examples: He ggeoned woary.
Goorge wos noderatcr.
Sorie form of be is the most common linking verbe A number of linking verbs
1link only adjectiveg to their subjects.
Examples: The horn gounds harsh. The ccrn tastes julcye.
The bouquot smells swoet, The horsc broke looses

Nodo slecps warme She acted officious,
Grizzly went blind, Aunt Jano kgoeps happy.
The strcan rung clear. He fgools sick.

Grows, gots, rings, weighs, looms, ond falls when followed by aljectives aro
also linking verbs,
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Some of these verbs, when not linking verbs, crc intransitive.
For exarple: Go now. Slcep well, Ho fcll hard.
Some linking verbs can zlsc occur as transitive verbs:
He provad the inofficieancy. Wind turncd the wheel.

They continued their assistancc.

EXERCISE 15. Write sentences using the following verbs in the patterns

desiznated.

1. (fly) N Tr 4 DO

20 " N Int (adv)

3. (eall) N ITr A DO 0C
4o " N Ir A DO

5. (felt) N LV Adj

6. " N Tr A DO

7. (bathe) N Tr P (Mcdifiers)
8e " N Int

9. (turn) N LV (Adj)
10, " N Int
11. o N Tr A DO
12, " N Tr P (Modifiers)
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II D. THE ADJECTIVE

Introduction. Like the noun and the verb that we hove alroady oxom-
incd, adjcctives may be identificd by both formal and positional
signcls. Recognition of how thosc signals opcrato nay bo uscful to
us not only in identifying adjoctives, but also in understanding
cortain important distinctions among thou:.
Lot us oxaminoc the following phrasos:
the ncow radio

the car radicr
Though wo may not be ablo to soy what the difforonco is, most of

- us will scnso intultivoly that thoso structuros arc not grormatically

the samo. Obscrve that wo may spoak of tho nowor radio and tho
nowost radio, using tho grazmatical foaturc of comparison., Howovor,
we find that car cannot bo comparod in this way. Thus, whilc it is
found herc in an idonticel position with now, it doos not bolong to
the same form class.

Furthcrmorc, although now and car sharo tho samo positions horo,
they cannot sharo gll the same positions. Wo may scy The radio is
new, but nofy The radio 1s car.

L. FORM CLASS

L. Inflectional suffixos. Tho oxamplo of now indicatos tho
most important singlo idontifying foature of tho adjoctivo, its
ability to bo comporod. Ono=sylloblc and somo two=syllablo adjoctives.
which toako the infloctional suffixos -or and =-ost to form the com-

parative and supcrlative dogroos arc Imown as basc adjoctivos:

cloar cloaror clocrost
tall tallor tollost
gentlo gentlor gontlost

Excrcisc 1. Undorlinoc thc baso adjcctives in tho following lists
lato, happy, fruitful, plcasant; black
4 small but important group of adjoctivos that arc comparcd

irrogulorly includos thoso:

&ood bottor bost
bad Worso worst
littlo loss lcost
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B. Structurc words. A sccond and very largoe group of adjoctivos

Porm thoir comparative cnd suporlativo dogroos vwith the structurc
words moro ond most. Usually thcso arc not basc adjoctivos, but
dorivod adjoctivos, adjoctivos which arc formed by the oddition of
cortain adjoctive-forming dorivational suffixcs to froc or bound stcmss

wondorful mowo wondcrful nost wondorful
capablo moro capablo nost capable
activo noro active most active

C. Dorivationol suffixess Dorivational suffixcs holp us to describe
tho Torm class of adjoctivos in two waysse
1. Sinco advorbs as woll as adjoctivos moy bo comparod (viell,
beotter, bests cloverly, moro cloverly, most cloverly), wo nocd
to distinguish tho form classos adjcctivo and advorb in somo
furthor wiay.

All tho following words may bo comparod, but not all aro
adacct:woso slow friondly st:mg:n.ly rogular, whitc helpfully,
ke Sf Yo St dior d belpfully are nover adfectyed, Hvon
mny bho doseribod as thoso words which may bo comparod and which
may form advorbs with tho dorivational suffix-ly and/or nouns
with the dorivational suffix <ness

Exomplos: groat groator groatost groatly . groatnoss
whitc whitcr - whitost whitcness
sunny summicr sunnicst sunnily sunnincss

Exoreisc 2. Fill in tho blanks, indicating tho fhangos in form of
tho words in tho following list. Using tho above description, idontify
thoso words that aro not adjootivos, and circlo thom.
-OY 1] -1y -Nnoss
1, o tamo lion
2. o nico distinetion
3. a2 strango doy
4. o foolish thought
5. o fost cor
6. an agod men

7. a gelloping horso

8. o natidnal anthom
9, the villago hall

10. tho busy nothor
2., Dorivationnl suffixcs alono holp idontify adjoctivos. As wo
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havo socn, thusc aro c2llcd dorived adjoctives ond aro usually
comparod with moro and mogt rathor thon with -or and -cst. The
following lists contoin tho most common adjoctivo-forming doriva=
tional suffixos.

Suffixos addod to nouns to makc adjoetivos:

-y foulty, loafy
-als national, traditional
Sful: hopoful, usoful
-lcg8: hopoloss, usclcsa
-oL3 popular, columnar
«QTY ¢ logondaxy

-ics climatic

-ishs childish

~-ous s mayvolous

-on woodon

-cdz agod, ragged
-1y friondly, hcmoly

Suffixos cddod to vorbs to mako -adjoctivos:
-gble: romarkablo, undorstandablo

-onts abhorront

-ives active

-cds tirod, complicatod
-ing: oxciting, rovoaling

Adjoctivo-forning suffizos moy bo addcd to bound stoms, a8 in

crodible, fragilo, usual, otc.

Exorciso 3. Comploto tho socond column in cach of tho following
1ists. Thoso dorivod adjcctives illustrato some of thc most cormon
adjoctivo-forming dorivational suffixcs. (Thoro is moro than onc
possiblo answor in somo ¢as683)

Noun Dorived Adjoctivo -
boauty boautiful

ponny ponniloss

hoavon

athloto .
cloud — —
cmotion -
spoctaclo

norvo —
custon

fool
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Verdb Dorived Adjcctivo.
broak
charn

producc

intorost

rosist

Exorcisc 4. Thaoe following sontcncos contain besc and dorivod adj-
joctivoes. Dotorminc which words arc adjoctives according to tho
foaturos of form doscribod abovo. Undorlinc oach adjocfivo and
abovo it writo B (basc) or D (dorivod). Thoro aro 12 adjocctives
in tho oxoreiso.
1. Throc yollow ducks wvaddlod slowvly around the formorts largo barn.
2. Furthor todious offort provod unnocossary.
3. Tho long, lazy summor aftornoon passcd without any ncws, goad

or bad.
4. Tho local loundry sorvicc wos bodh oxponsivo and slow.

II. POSITION CLASS:

Tho most froquont position of the ~djoctivo is botwoon noun
dotorminor ond nound tho unhappy man, thoso long csseys, thot old
building. Howovor, whon wo oxamino tho sontoncos in tho oxoreiso
abovo, or tho following phrasos, wo find that mony words nay occupy
this position that do not havo tho charactoristics of form doscribddi
obovo. '

Exorciso 5. Underlino tho words in tho following phrasos that

arc adjoctivos according to form class:

1., tho handsome man 6. the alert man

2., +tho friondly mon ?2 o hostile man

3. ttho singing mon 8. the last man

4. the ice-cream mam 9/ the white man

5. & moro man 10, the kind man
Some of the above phrases cleafly contain words belonging to the form
class adjective, such as friendlx. Others contain words that are
uninflected (1last) or that have or may have inflectional suffixes
which identify them as belonging to other form classes (ginging, a
verb, ice-cream, a noun).




32

Thus, just as we have seen a position class of nominals, so
ve find a position class of adjectivals. Aadjectivals are elements
that ocBupy the most frequent adjective positions, the most im-
portant being, as we have seen, the position between determiner
and noun.

Dxercise 6. All the underlined words in the following phrases

are adjectivals. By using the formal characteristics described

above, identify the nouns, adjectives, and verbs. Virite 4

after each phrase contgining an adjective, ¥ after each phrase

containing a verb as modificr, and N after each phrase con—
taining a noun as a modifier.

1. a sunny day 6. the top shelf

2. a morning walk ____ 7. the itovm drumk

3. a kind man 8. an idle boy

4. the flass slogan 9. her new permanent
5. & helpful book 10. the running boy

The most common adjectival is, of course,; the adjective. in
oxamination of English sentcnces reveals several other kinds of
adjectivals:

l. DNouns:

s cemont walk, & can opener, the class prosident

2. Verbs (This verb as modifior is convontionally called a
participle):

the singing robin, a padded coll, a lost cause
3. Uninflected words:
your last chance, a mero child, the above itcms

Thus we seo that tho position class known as tho adjoctival is
a sharod position, onec which may be occupiocd by varicus clcmonts:
adjectives, nouns, verbs, and uninfloctcd words.

Just as tho adjoctival position may bec filled by varicus clemonts
bosides the adjocctive, so tho nominal positions may be fillod by
othor olcments, including adjoctives. Obsorve tio following sontonce:
The rich aro not always the happy. Rich and happy bolong to the

- - -

form class adjoctive, as we can easily sce by comparing thom: rich,

richor, richest, and happy, happicr, happiest.
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in important distinction is that between ad jective~plus-noun
and compound noung,as in a bl&3L bodrd and a blickbosrd. This
distinction is clearly indicated by stress patierns in spolien Inglish,
but is sometimes indicated only by context in written English, since
the compound noun may be written as two words (the high school) or
as one viord (shortcake). The distinguishing structural feature is
the streas pattern.

o~ primary stress

\ secondary stress
A tertiary stress

~ .7
ue bird

compound noun: a blu’ebifd

ad jective-plus-noun: a bl

Exercise 7. Place primary, secondary, and teriiary stresses above
the following phrases, using the example above as a model. aLfter
éach,irndicate ¥A .(noun-plus-adjective) or CN (compound noun).

mailman ___ _ waffle iron
textbook ___ green house
humming bird greenhouse

humnmingbird White House
paperback white house

Exercise 8. .ifter each of the following, write briefly its meaning.
racing hofse

7 \
racing horse __

. ).
high chair
h’i\gh chgir

A 7
spinning whesel

ep'{m ing wh?el

fny bone
ftfmy bo?xeh_ .
Other adjective positions: Other characteristic adjective positions

are as follows:
Before certain nouns (for example, plurals) that lack doterminors:
She wore red shoes.
After linking verbs:
Thet doctor is competent. ,
Aftgr certain qualifiers, such as very. (Other common qual"\fiers
aro quite, rathor, too, otc. These do not sorve alone as

adjoctive-doterminors, since thoy also qualify adverbs.)
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The hula hoon was onco a vory popular toy.
Thus we discover a usoful positional tost for adjectivos., Any
word that will £ill tho two slots in this test sentence is an
ad jective:
Tho (thin'g) socomod vory .

Exorcise9tUndcdlino tho words in tho following 1ist that arc adjectivos
according to this tost: simplo, windy, flying, likoablo,
samo, friend, loyal, former, visible, ontertaining, hent.

Tho tost framo is osvocially uscful in distinguishing adjooctives
from tho vorbs and nouns which froquontly (2) aro used as adjoctivals
end (b) have tho samc form as cortain ddjoctivos.

adjectivo: an intoreosting subjocy

verb: the hanging gardens

adjective: a tardy student

noun: the charity ball
Exercise}0; Label the underlined adjectivals as A (adjective), N

(noun), V (verbj or U¥ (dninflected word), using the above test
sentence.

1. the gPinning top 6. the other page
2., the sooty chimney 7. a practical example

3. the broken dish 8. a plywood floor
4. & china plate S, +the best scholar
5. a football player 10, an uninspiring talk

In addition to the positions described above, adjectives occur
efter nouns (post-position) in these situations:
1. As part of a larger oonsbruction:

a. Compound sdjective: The trees, tall and leafless,
rattled in the gale. .

b, Modified adjective: A house larger than ours now stood
on the corner lot.

2. In certain old phrases, especially legal:
$oo simple |
body politic

3. In certain place names:
Lake Michigan, River Rouge

S e T T
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Exercise 1]. Insert adjectivals in the following sentences as

directeds
1. (compound base adjectives) The puppy,
and , trembled as I held it.
2. (base adjective, derived adjective) 4 R

man suddenlx appeared in the doorway.
3. (verb) The rider secemed unable to control tHe

horse.

4. (sdjective not preceded by determiner) .
days are not the best lkind for picnics.

5, (verb) The gstorm forood tho holiday

crowd to seok sholter,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

_ERIC
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Il E. THE ADVERB

Adverbs are conventionally defined in a functional manner as ¥
"a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb."
But adverbs are a miscellanecous group of words; many of them fit |
some of this definition, while others go beyond the definition. ;
Further, adverbs are difficult to define bocause they can move
around in English sentences without altering the essential meaning
of the sentence.

e

Slowly he walked.
He slovily walked.
He walked slowly.

Thus, wo cannot cons:.atently identify adverbs by mecans of
position.

nguz.sts have definoed many differont sub-classcs of adverbs.’

Before we discuss forms and positicns, it might be well to decide
Just what we mean whon we talk about "advorbs". Thore are three
rather small aub-classes which wo will not consider: sentence
introducers (furthormore, however, novertholess), "limiting adverbs"
(just, only, even) and qualifiors (too, very, e+c.). Tho latter
word group has <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>